SUN YAT SEN AND THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

revolutions developed, it was a case of "Here's
a cup for the dead already, and hurrah for the
next man to die!"

For years Sun had believed that if he could
capture the vice-imperial yamen at Canton he
could use its revenue to build up an attack against
the Imperialists all over China; it was to him the
hammer with which to pound out his foes on every
anvil of their refuge. So for years Sun had
planned attack after attack against this rich and
well-fortified yamen, at times, personally direct-
ing the assault himself. Every time he had failed.
Now Sun in banishment at last saw the great
chance; Hwang Hsing would carry - through to
success the plan that had so many times failed.

So on April 27,1911, Hwang was at last ready.
The Dare-to-Dies were armed, equipped, and dis-
ciplined as never before. It was to have been a
sudden and quick attack. Alas! through that
treachery so frequent in China, the Imperialist
commander in Canton learned of the movement
and immediately put himself in a position of full
defense. Prudence now demanded the retreat of
the Dare-to-Dies, for the Manchu troops had
been so reinforced that it appeared folly even to
approach them. Hwang the Intrepid, however,
scoffed at the proposal to retire. If the enemy
was so very much stronger than he, then he would
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